Readme / Parks Committee meeting on Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at 5:30pm at Heiden Haus

1.

Forester’s Report. We may or may not get a written report due to Patrick’s
emergency work on all the downed trees and limbs in the Village. We look forward to
his verbal report.

Weed control. There has been lots of communication recently, jump-started by
resident John Pool, as well as pitched battles against the invasive weeds. The WI-
DNR and the Village Garden Club have joined in! We will talk about findings,
possible outreach to residents, and future efforts to combat the weeds, which could
potentially be aided by grant funding. Outreach materials could be gleaned or
adapted from the WI-DNR web pages on regulated species
(https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/RegulatedSpecies). Thanks to Paulette
Smith for this idea.

Quarry Park drainage. Trustee Rocky Van Asten has agreed to discuss his ideas for

improving the drainage at Quarry Park.

General Parks Committee outreach to residents. We’ll firm up plans for Word of the
Woods. An example from a past edition of the Village Bulletin is included for
discussion. Other outreach ideas are welcome!

Parks Committee’s roles / charge. This is found in the Village’s Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 2.02.10.b.2 (https://shorewoodhillswi.gov/vertical/sites/%7B00D5AF3F-
ADFE-4173-AF3A-FCOC1A78DA4B%7D/uploads/Ch_02_Gov_Body.pdf):

Parks. The village parks committee shall: review the maintenance and improvement of

parks and other land owned by the village, plantings, replacement plantings, trimming of

trees and other vegetation, and the protection of vegetation, and landscaping

improvements for the beautification of the village. The parks committee shall also aid in the

screening of candidates for positions such as horticulturist and parks manager and the

assistant to the horticulturist. This committee shall also review the activities of the village

forester and horticulturist and advise residents on the care of trees, plants, and plant

disease.


https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/RegulatedSpecies

Village of Shorewood Hills PARKS COMMITTEE / Draft of meeting minutes
Date and Time: Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.

Location: Virtual Meeting via Zoom

1. Call to Order. Chair Barford called the meeting to order at 5:34 pm.

2. Roll Call. Present were committee members Barford, Boutwell, Brock, and Lenehan.
Heiden joined the meeting at 5:39pm; Tymorek joined at 5:44pm. Rogers was excused. Also
present was the Village Forester, Patrick Finnegan.

3. Note Compliance with Open Meeting Law. Finnegan confirmed that the meeting was
properly posted.

4. Approval of Minutes from Tuesday, January 27, 2026. Boutwell moved to approve the
minutes. Lenehan seconded. Motion carried.

5. Public Comments. Johnny Voegeli expressed support for reviving the Village’s tree
purchase program. He also advocated for supervision of the Forester to revert to the Parks
Committee. Meghan McKinney asked about the spacing of maple trees in the recent
plantings along the bike path between Shorewood Blvd and the pool.

6. Monthly Forester’s Report. Finnegan reviewed his monthly report, which isin the
meeting packet. In addition, he mentioned that black oaks have been planted at McKenna
Park (the only place in the Village with native black oaks).

7. Discussion of Board of Trustees agenda items and actions affecting Parks. None
recently.

8. Discussion of weed control. Methods for effective communication about invasive
weeds were discussed. There was agreement about the need for both targeted
communication about one or two species per year, plus a more comprehensive resource
with many important species and eradication strategies. Both website and print should be
used, and the Word of the Woods column in the Village Bulletin would be an ideal tool for
outreach to residents. Printed materials could potentially be delivered together with the
Village directory each year.

9. Discussion of species for Village tree order. Heiden advocated for species adapted to
warmer climates. Finnegan explained the importance of genetic diversity within tree
species to increase the robustness of the urban forest. He is refining the rules and logistics
of the program.



10. Discussion of relocation of plantings from the 2025 Madison Metro Sewer District
(MMSD) Project. Plantings are being shifted for better visibility at Shorewood Blvd and its
intersection with the bike path. Boutwell recommended Viburnum Triangle as one location
to receive plants and recommended replacing the (unwanted) ginkgo trees in the MMSD
project area with the natives that are being moved.

11. Discussion of summer maintenance tasks. Entryway parks and raingardens are on
deck for maintenance now that pruning and other spring tasks are done.

12. Future Agenda Items.
a. Discussion of the role of the Village of Shorewood Hills Parks Committee (Brock)
b. Mapping of land cover in Village Parks (Boutwell)
c. Dane County historical marker at McKenna Park
d. Quarry Park drainage.
14. Next Meeting date: Tuesday, June 23, 2026, at 5:30 pm

15. Adjourn. Heiden moved to adjourn; Brock seconded. Motion carried (7:01 pm).
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Narrowleaf bittercress - DNR visit and advice

From John Pool <jep1978@gmail.com>

Date Wed 6/17/2026 5:40 PM

To  Paulette Smith <lakeokee@gmail.com>; Boutwell David <daveboutwell@mac.com>; Moeser Erica
<norway46@aol.com>; Carol Barford <CBarford@shorewoodhillswi.gov>; Albrecht Cokie
<cokiealbrecht@hotmail.com>; Dempsey Diane <diane.dempsey@wisc.edu>; Mahler Annette
<akmahler@gmail.com>; Jan Tymorek <jantymorek@gmail.com>; Patrick Finnegan
<pfinnegan@shorewoodhillswi.gov>

Dear neighbors,

After being connected to them by Cokie Albrecht, | met with two DNR
invasive plant specialists yesterday (Jason Granberg and Mackenzie
Manicki) and gave them a tour of sites in the village that are impacted
by narrowleaf bittercress. Neither of them had seen this weed in person
before, but now they have seen quite a bit...

Observations:
* Some of the plants we encountered yesterday had already set seed, and
other seed pods were exploding as we gathered them, underscoring that
control should happen by late May.
* Tiny plants just an inch tall contained seed pods, suggesting that
it's reproducing in its first year, contrary to its typical "biennial"
description.
* From personal observation, | believe it has at least a 10 year seed bank.
* We found reproducing plants:

~ Very abundantly in back of @ Blackhawk, a little next door at
B$28 2nd some along the drainage channel between them.

~ On several properties around the end of Circle Close: Bl N0
the circle island itself, and 4@ - which along with Jiiii# also has it
come up in the backyard.

~ At BE®E dgehill, where it grows underneath and behind arborvitae
that border Edgehill.

~ In the village quarry, but <1% of what | pulled there in May.
| have updated my map accordingly (red = active 2026 sites):
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1EAz Y7Z8nmu9TelbAL CAiHTs E&usp=sharing

DNR recommendations:

* Mackenzie is currently investigating whether we'd be eligible for a

state grant that could potentially cover 75% of removal costs. If so,

I'm open to helping with such a proposal. Perhaps it could help fund a
"spring crew" to help residents pull this weed in April/May, and some of
the 25% match could come from staff or resident time spent training them.
* They emphasized the sort of local outreach (e.g. mailing) that we've
been talking about. Their main suggestion was next April, by which time
we could know whether we can offer grant-assisted help to affected
properties.

| hope this information is helpful. Feel free to forward. Thanks for
your ongoing engagement.
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Best,
John
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From: David Boutwell <daveboutwell@mac.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 9:34 AM

To: Erica Moeser <norway46@aol.com>; Carol Barford <CBarford@shorewoodhillswi.gov>; Cokie
Albrecht <cokiealbrecht@hotmail.com>; Diane Dempsey <diane.dempsey@wisc.edu>; annette mahler
<akmahler@gmail.com>; Jan Tymorek <jantymorek@gmail.com>; John Pool <jep1978@gmail.com>;
Paulette Smith <lakeokee@gmail.com>

Cc: Patrick Finnegan <pfinnegan@shorewoodhillswi.gov>

Subject: Re: invasive plants

Hello All,

In our role as residents we have Patrick’s full support to organize work parties to pull invasive plants in
parks and public areas.

Work Party #1 : Friday morning (6/12) is the next reliably dry day. I will be in Post Farm Park
natural area from 8:00 - 10:00 (maybe longer), starting in the swale near the volleyball court, working
methodically up the hill. Please spread the word - all are welcome to join the effort.

Work Party #2 : Week of June 14th, date and time TBD

Priority areas:

Post Farm Park - east side natural area

Quarry Park - upper quarry floor (be on the lookout for narrowleaf bittercress)
Bradley Park - natural area above sledding hill to the east

Priority weeds (current objective - break seed cycle):

Dames rocket and Garlic mustard - Pull and fully remove plant material from area
Motherwort - Pull plant and fibrous root system, remove material from area
Hedge parsley - Pull plant and tap root, or sever the tap root 1-2 inches down

Identify areas of Creeping bellflower and flag for later removal (a single flowering stalk can produce up
to 15,000 seeds)
Identify areas of Japanese knotweed and flag for removal in fall

The Forestry Department’s summer help will begin work during the week of 6/14.

Thanks everyone,
David Boutwell
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Invasive Plant Removal - Volunteer Opportunity 6/19

From David Boutwell <daveboutwell@mac.com>
Date Tue 6/16/2026 10:04 PM

To Carol Barford <CBarford@shorewoodhillswi.gov>; Albrecht Cokie <cokiealbrecht@hotmail.com>; Diane
Dempsey <diane.dempsey@wisc.edu>; Mahler Annette <akmahler@gmail.com>; Jan Tymorek
<jantymorek@gmail.com>; Pool John <jep1978@gmail.com>; McKinney Meghan <mews33@me.com>;
Stevenson Anna <arstevenson@wisc.edu>; Lampe Jody Lee <jkleelampe@gmail.com>; Fischer Debbie
<debisgolden@gmail.com>; Lou Anne Koerschner <lkoerschner@gmail.com>; fredkoerschner@msn.com
<fredkoerschner@msn.com>; Field Charles <fieldcharles@gmail.com>; Krug Sue
<skrug1967@icloud.com>; Stark Pam <greatgardener.stark@gmail.com>; Thornton Cynthia
<cynthia@cynthia-thornton.com>; january marilyn <marilynjanuary@gmail.com>; Doll Nancy
<nancyadoll@aol.com>; mwgulbran@gmail.com <mwgulbran@gmail.com>; McKinney Carolyn
<csm@chorus.net>

Cc Erica Moeser <norway46@aol.com>; Carol Barford <ccbarford@gmail.com>; Patrick Finnegan
<pfinnegan@shorewoodhillswi.gov>

Hello All,

You are receiving this email because you indicated interest to volunteer in the removal of invasive plants
in our village parks. The next group volunteer day will be Friday, June 19, at Post Farm Park from 9:00
am - 11:00 am. We will meet near the volleyball court on the east side of the park near the Marshall
Court entrance. Targeted species will be Dames rocket, Canada goldenrod, Oriental bittersweet, and
Creeping bellflower. Please bring work gloves, weeding tool, and if possible a hand pruner.

Please contact me with any questions.

Thank you,
David Boutwell

Dame's rocket - Dame's rocket (Hesperis matronalis) is a highly invasive biennial/short-lived perennial
native to Eurasia. Introduced to North America in the 1600s, it aggressively spreads via prolific seed
production, rapidly crowding out native flora in woodlands.

Canada goldenrod - Canada goldenrod (Solidago canadensis), a native perennial that commonly invades
prairie restorations by means of its tiny airborne seeds. It creeps by rhizomes to form large clones that
typically smother out, or at best, suppress other native prairie flowers and grasses. Our objective is selective
removal.

Oriental bittersweet - Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) is a highly aggressive, deciduous woody
vine native to Eastern Asia. Introduced to the U.S. in the 1860s for ornamental and erosion-control
purposes, it is a severe ecological threat known to girdle trees, smother canopies, and displace native
species.

Creeping bellflower - Creeping bellflower (Campanula rapunculoides) is a highly aggressive and

invasive perennial. Originally introduced to North America as an ornamental plant, it is notoriously
difficult to eradicate and can rapidly take over gardens and choke out native vegetation.
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VILLAGE BULLETIN MARCH 2024 PAGE 12
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7 i’ 4 4
WORD OF THE WOODS
V4 SPONGY MOTH WARNING . ‘
F 5" 4
Regional forestry specialists predict severe infestations of spongy moth in 2024. Spongy moth 1s a i
non-native insect that can damage or destroy trees. The Parks Committee is distributing informational flyers ]
C about how to identify spongy moth and steps that property owners can take to protect their trees.
pongy P property p
Residents are encouraged to learn about this harmful msect and inform the Village Forester
_____ (alohrmann@shorewood-hills.org) if evidence of spongy moth is detected on their properties. 12
A
“ SUMMER FORESTRY AND PARKS CREW HIRING 6
Q The Village’s Department of Forestry and Parks 1s seeking applicants for the part-time position of Summer
* Crew Member. Duties include tree care and maintenance, landscaping, noxious weed management, and other A
outdoor projects. 20 hours per week. Applicants should be 16 years of age or older and must have a valid
driver’s license upon employment. Hourly rate for this position ranges from $13-$16 depending on L
qualifications and experience. v |
Interested applicants can find the Village’s general employment application on-line at www.shorewood-
hills.org/employment. Position 1s open until filled but application should be submitted to
alohrmann(@shorewood-hills.org by Friday, March 22, 2024 for first consideration. ; &
GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY BY SERVING ON A COMMITTEE -
Are you mterested n glvmg back to your commumty'? Then con51der Volunteermg to serve on a Vlllage C

L ommitiee ' - d2C CUITCNLIV NaAs _TOUTICETN COMINILLEC {0ln1] ll ' 1 AN _DOATAS W I Ch_arc 11S1ed_On_Lnc

c RO sO0Zaa@ié | o, oo,

™ alalnl nrrnrnnnn |\|n|cnn CIIﬂQi‘\!ICﬁT"C I N IIIIU ICT Tﬂ .l’-" -\ InnFlTr'I.-]n I"F-lT? b S 4 1 1 T bh - 75



	Readme_Parks_June_23_2026.pdf
	Parks_meeting_packet_2026.06.23.pdf
	Parks_minutes_draft_20260528.pdf
	DNR_N_Bittercress.pdf
	Weeding_session_1.pdf
	Weeding_session_2.pdf
	Screenshot 2026-06-18 at 6.18.20 PM.pdf


