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VOSH Noxious Weed Ordinance and State Statute

From David Boutwell <daveboutwell@mac.com>
Date Mon 6/22/2026 10:59 AM
To  Carol Barford <CBarford@shorewoodhillswi.gov>

Hello Carol,

Copied below are key provisions from the Village and State regarding noxious weed control. Our list of
noxious weeds (8) goes beyond the state mandated species list (3). However, our current management
and enforcement falls far short of the state mandate.

David

Village of Shorewood Hills
18.06 Noxious Weed Control

(1) Noxious Weeds and Rank Growth Prohibited. The Village elects to adopt
provisions of Wis. Stats. in enforcement of prohibition of noxious weeds.

(2) Noxious Weed Means Canada thistle, leafy spurge, field bindweed, garlic
mustard, Japanese knotweed, burdock, spreading hedge parsley, and poison ivy.

(3) Weed Commissioner. The Village shall appoint a weed commissioner in
accordance with section 1.03 of this Code.

Wisconsin Statute 66.0407, property owners must destroy all noxious weeds on lands they own, occupy, or
control. Local municipalities (towns, villages, and cities) are directly responsible for enforcing these weed
control mandates. [1, 2, 3]

State-Designated Noxious Weeds

By default, Wisconsin law identifies three primary plant species as noxious weeds: [1]
e Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
¢ Leafy Spurge (Euphorbia esula)
¢ Field Bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis, also known as Creeping Jenny) [1, 2]

Note: The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and local municipal governing bodies have the authority
to declare additional invasive species as noxious within their respective boundaries. [1]

Legal Obligations & Enforcement

e Destruction: You must completely kill or cut the weed plants above the ground before they bloom or
flower, using chemicals, tillage, cropping, or livestock. [1]
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0407
https://www.townofdelafield.org/community/noxious_weeds.php
https://law.justia.com/codes/wisconsin/chapter-66/section-66-0407/
https://www.tn.waterford.wi.gov/administration/page/noxious-weeds-and-destruction
https://townofberry.org/articles/weeds/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/townlawforms/Noxious_weed_ordinance?view=section
https://townofberry.org/articles/weeds/
https://law.justia.com/codes/wisconsin/chapter-66/section-66-0407/
https://law.justia.com/codes/wisconsin/chapter-66/section-66-0407/
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¢ Public Lands: Public officials (like highway patrolmen and town boards) are required to destroy weeds
on public highways and lands under their purview. [1]

¢ Notices: Municipalities may annually publish a notice (on or before May 15) informing residents of the
legal requirement to destroy all noxious weeds. [1, 2]
Municipal Enforcement & Penalties

¢ Local Ordinances: While the state defines the baseline, your specific city, village, or town might have
its own Noxious Weed Ordinance that expands the list of weeds and sets specific height limits
(e.g., 12 inches or taller). [1, 2]

¢ Weed Commissioners: Towns, villages, and cities often appoint a Weed Commissioner to enforce
the statutes. [1, 2]

¢ Non-Compliance: If a property owner fails to destroy noxious weeds after being notified, the
municipality may step in, cut/destroy the weeds, and bill the property owner for the incurred costs—
often placing the fee as a special charge on the property taxes. [1, 2]
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https://codes.findlaw.com/wi/municipalities-ch-59-to-68/wi-st-66-0407/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0407
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0405
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/townlawforms/Noxious_weed_ordinance?view=section
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/535/Noxious-Weeds-Tall-Grass-and-No-Mow-May
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/townlawforms/Noxious_weed_ordinance?view=section
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/535/Noxious-Weeds-Tall-Grass-and-No-Mow-May
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/townlawforms/Noxious_weed_ordinance?view=section
https://townofberry.org/articles/weeds/
https://www.vi.deforest.wi.us/535/Noxious-Weeds-Tall-Grass-and-No-Mow-May
https://townofberry.org/articles/weeds/

