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DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS 

PLAN COMMISSION 

 

The Tuesday, August 12, 2025 meeting of the Plan Commission via Zoom was called to order at 

7:01 pm by Chair John Imes. Members present were: John Imes, Mark Lederer, Shabnam Lotfi, 

Jim Etmanczyk, Tessa Marin, Craig Weinhold and Cara Coburn Faris. Also present were 

Administrator Brian Mooney, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Chrissy Kahl, Village Engineer Brian 

Berquist, and residents and interested parties. 

 

Note compliance with open meeting law: Kahl confirmed the meeting was properly posted. 

 

Approval of Minutes – June 10, 2025 Minutes 

Lederer moved and Etmanczyk seconded a motion to approve the June 10, 2025 minutes as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comment: No one wished to speak during public comment. 

 

Discussion/Possible Action of Draft Proposed Ordinance Changes related to Zoning Code 

Chapter 10-R2 Zoning District, Chapter 23-Land Division Public Notification:  

Imes introduced this item.  The commission discussed the topics listed below.  Goal is to get one 

strike out version for the next Plan Commission meeting.  Needs to be presentable before a public 

hearing.  Mooney will use Weinhold’s red line version to send to Vandewalle for one version to 

present to Plan Commission. 

a. 1. Existing R-2 Zoning District-discussion included: Weinhold discussed his notes 

as well as reviewing Vandewalle’s language.  Weinhold created a comparison on front yard 

setbacks for R-2 zoning between his and Vandewalle’s versions. 

a. 2. Ch 10 Zoning Text-Weinhold Revisions-discussion included: Weinhold reviewed 

his red lined notes.  Berquist needs guidance defining basement floor area; clarify exposure 

(basement); garage prorate from floor area; maximum height. 

b. 1.  Vandewalle Reviewed Certified Survey Map Public Hearing Notice-discussion 

included: Weinhold reviewed the red lined suggested changes.  Clerk-Treasurer Fitzgerald 

weighed in on this section in her memo (included in packet materials). 

b. 2. Ch 23 Land Division by Certified Survey Map-Weinhold Revisions 

c. 1. Vandewalle R-2 Front Yard Setback Alternative 

c. 2. 2025-08-04 Vosh Proposed Changes for Plan Commission-Weinhold Revsions 

d. 1.  Village Clerk Assessment of Proposed Plan Commission changes 

  

Future Agenda Items (includes items that will be considered at a future meeting): 

• Continued discussion of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs): Policy Considerations and 

Community Comparisons 

• Update on soil testing at University Bay Fields (West Campus Play Fields) 

• Public Hearing on WIMR East Wedge Cyclotron addition 

• Fence Code referral from Zoning Board of Appeals 

• Locust Drive Multi-Use Path 

 

Next tentative meeting date: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at 7:00pm 
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Adjourn: Coburn Faris moved and Lederer second a motion to adjourn the meeting at 

8:56pm.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Chrissy Kahl 

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 

 























FAR Ordinance proposed language changes 
Change 1: Basement perimeter 

The current language is ambiguous, has grammatical issues, and has long been ignored in favor of a 
sensible interpretation. A previous Plan Commission effort in 2009 to fix this was abandoned for unknown 
reasons. 

The replacement language more closely matches the interpretation used by the Village Engineer 

Change 2: Garage formula guidance 

The current language is plain, but for over a decade the Village Engineer's implementation has been using 
a mathematical shortcut that produces unintended negative results for garage basements.  

The replacement language specifies the order of math operations to avoid the unintended negative results. 

As an alternative to changing ordinance, the Plan Commission could also direct the Village Engineer to 
follow this language as a policy. 

Change 3:Maximum height refinement 

The current language measures the maximum building height from each point on the roof to the natural 
grade directly below it. Natural grade is the grade of the land prior to construction. 

The new language measures the height from the lower of the natural grade or the lowest finish grade 
below the roof edge closest to the front lot line. The finish grade is the final grade of the land after 
construction. This new language handles the case where a house is built lower than natural grade due to 
an excavation into a hill. These diagrams help illustrate that case and what is and isn't allowed: 
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