
 

VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS 
Special Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 6, 2025 – 7:00 pm 
Location:  Virtual Only via Zoom 

 

1. Call to Order: 
Village President John Imes called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 

2. Roll Call: 
Members Present: Village President John Imes, Carol Barford, Dietmar Bassuner,  
Bob Falk, Mark Lederer, Shabnam Lotfi and Kate Ullsvik 
Members Absent:  
Also in Attendance: Administrator Brian Mooney, Clerk-Treasurer Julie Fitzgerald, and  
William Cole (Axley Attorneys) 
Police Chief Jaime Weitzel (joined at 7:40 pm) 

3. Approval of Agenda:  
M/S Bassuner/Ullsvik to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 

4. Statement of Public Notice:   
Fitzgerald stated the meeting was properly noticed. 

5. Procedures Orientation:   
Facebook Live Statement: Imes noted that the meeting was being live-streamed on the Village’s 
Facebook page and any comments provided through Facebook may not be considered 
contemporaneously by those at the meeting. Comments should be sent to the Village Administrator 
(bmooney@shorewood-hills.org) and he will disseminate them to the Trustees. 

6. Public Comments, Appearances, and Communications:   

Residents Meri Tepper and John Clancy spoke requesting the Board to consider rescinding the CSM 
that was issued on the property at 2816 Columbia Rd. They are concerned about the validity of the 
information provided to the Village that initiated the CSM process and approval. 

Resident Michael Vanlandingham spoke against rescinding the CSM, stating that the developer in 
question followed the codes in place at the time, all meetings were properly noticed and some of the 
divided parcels have since been sold.  

Resident Marilyn Townsend expressed her concern about the necessity of tonight’s agenda items 
being held in closed session. Townsend stated that she was making an open records request at that 
time to request a copy of all materials provided to the Board in the closed session held in June, July 
and tonight. 

Resident John Voegeli noted that he did not like that tonight’s meeting was being held virtually 
instead of in-person, and questioned the role of the Village’s consultant in the CSM process. 

Residents Paul Lambert & Jennifer Ratner-Rosenhagen asked the Board if any of them had any 
conflict of interest regarding the CSM on Columbia Rd. 

7:40 pm – Chief Jaime Weitzel joined the meeting 
  



 

9. Closed Session:  

A. Regarding CSM Columbia/Sweetbriar 

Please take note that the Board may meet in closed session pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(g) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes when conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is 
rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to 
litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved. 

B. Regarding acquisition of lands for public facilities 

Please take note that the Board may meet in closed session pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(e) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes when deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 
investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session. – Regarding the Acquisition of Lands for Public 
Facilities 

President Imes read the following statement regarding Item B:  
This item for closed session pertains to the possible purchase of real estate by the Village for 
public facilities. I believe it necessary for the Board to consider this matter in closed session in 
order that we can discuss the Village’s bargaining position with respect to its negotiations with 
the property owner in a manner so that the owner is not privy to the Village Board’s direction to 
its negotiating team. 

M/S Bassuner/Falk to enter closed session including Mooney, Cole, Weitzel and Fitzgerald. 
Upon roll call vote, motion carried 7-0. 

The Village Board went into closed session at 7:42 pm. 

10. Return from Closed Session:  

The Board reconvened into Open Session at 11:02 pm 

A. Discussion/Possible Action – Regarding CSM Columbia/Sweetbriar 

No action taken. 

President Imes read the following statement: 

Thank you again for your thoughtful public comments and for continuing to engage on this 
important issue. We hear and understand the concerns that have been raised, and we take 
them very seriously. 

In closed session, the Board reviewed the matter with our Attorney and confirmed that under 
state law, when a Certified Survey Map meets all legal requirements, the Village has no 
discretion to deny it and no legal authority to reverse it once it has been approved and recorded. 
The Board acted in good faith based on the information available at the time, and while residents 
may pursue legal remedies, the Village cannot retroactively impose new conditions or undo this 
approval without significant legal and financial risk. 

That said, this situation has clearly shown us where our ordinances and processes could be 
stronger – particularly regarding tree protection, public notice, and development standards. These 
topics are already being reviewed by the Plan Commission, and we will use this as an 
opportunity to provide more information, improve transparency, strengthen protections, and 
ensure future projects better reflect the values of our community. 



 

In closing, serious accusations of potential conflicts of interest by Board Members were raised in 
the Public Comment session. Village President Imes asked each Trustee if they had a personal or 
financial interest in this matter. Each trustee individually affirmed that they had no conflict of 
interest. 

B. Discussion/Possible Action – Regarding Public Facilities 
Imes announced that the Board would be taking no action regarding the Public Facilities closed 
session discussion. 

11. Adjourn: 
M/S Lederer/Falk to adjourn. Motion carried. 
The Village Board adjourned at 11:07 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Fitzgerald 
Village Clerk-Treasurer 


