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APPROVED MINUTES FOR THE VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS 
PLAN COMMISSION 

 
The Tuesday, October 8, 2024 meeting of the Plan Commission via Zoom was called to order at 
7:02 pm by Chair John Imes. Members present were: Mr. Imes, Earl Munson, Tessa Martin, Craig 
Weinhold and Cara Coburn Faris. Mark Lederer and Jim Etmanczyk were absent/excused. Also 
present was Administrator Brian Mooney, Administrative Services Coordinator David Sykes, 
Trustee Shabnam Lotfi, Sonja Kruesel (Vandewalle) and Van Hoier (Vandewalle). 
 
Mr. Mooney confirmed the meeting had been properly posted and noticed. 
 
Approval of Minutes – September 10, 2024 Minutes 
Mr. Weinhold moved and Ms. Martin seconded a motion to approve the September 10, 2024 
minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: There were no public comments at this meeting. 
 
Provide an update on Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs): Policy Considerations and 
Community Comparisons 
Mr. Imes introduced the topic and provided a review of the Commission’s and Board of Trustees’ 
deliberations to date. 
Sonja Kreusel of Vandewalle reviewed the existing status of the Zoning Code and provided 
comparisons to other communities. She reviewed possible policy and ordinance implications. 
ADUs are an additional dwelling units to a land parcel that is accessory with relation to the 
principle structure. ADUs can be attached, detached or within the principle structure. 
The Village’s Zoning Code is silent to ADUs and thus currently not permitted. 
The Village’s Comprehensive Plan recommends allowing ADUs to meet goals for affordable 
housing and increased population density. The Village has broad leeway in how it wants to meet 
this goal and does not necessarily have to pass an ordinance allowing ADUs. 
Some consideration for the Plan Commission (and Board) to consider are: 
• Construction costs may discourage ADUs even if they become allowed. 
• Potential for increased traffic. 
• Benefit to familial relationships (i.e. elderly parents living near kids as caretakers or 

grandparents living close to assist with childcare). 
• Can choose to allow by-right, conditional use, owner-occupied restrictions, size (set a 

maximum or in relation to the principle structure), parking, configuration, design, utilities, and 
setbacks. 

• Proliferation of land division. 
The Commission members discussed a number of specific considerations: 
• Land Use Type: The commission members leaned towards the idea of owner-occupied 

regulations for adding an ADU to a property. Concerned about non-resident property owners 
adding ADUs as a business endeavor. 

• Size: Preferred setting a limit to be determined or maintaining the current zoning regulations. 
• Parking: Street parking could become problematic, concerns about additional 

driveways/impervious surfaces. 
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• Design: They were split between ADUs being similar to the principle structure and allowing 
individual preference on design. 

• Height: It was suggested to limit ADUs to a single story or somehow relate height to the 
maximum allowed square footage. 

 
Future Agenda Items (includes items that will be considered at a future meeting): 
Electric Vehicles Ordinance 
Fence Ordinance referral from Zoning Board of Appeals 
Locust Drive Multi-Use Path 
Possible changes to the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) calculations in the Zoning Code - Trustee 
Shabnam Lotfi spoke about this item. She is seeking feedback on the FAR ordinance, which was 
originally intended to limit building so-called “McMansions” on larger lakefront lots. Some 
residents have had problems with the regulations when trying to do home renovations. She is 
asking for the Commission to consider modifying the ordinance in some way to make it more 
equitable for smaller lots. 
 
Next Meeting Dates 
The Plan Commission next regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 12, 2024 at 7:00 
pm. 
 
Adjourn 
Ms. Coburn Faris moved and Mr. Weinhold second a motion to adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Sykes 
Administrative Services Coordinator 


