Village of Shorewood Hills Parks Committee

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 - 5:30 PM
Location: Virtual via Zoom

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM by Chair Barford.
a. Roll Call:
i. Committee Members: Chair Carol Barford, Roma Lenehan, Kathie Brock,
Jeremy Rogers and David Boutwell. .Nancy Heiden and Jan Tymorek were
absent.
ii. Others in Attendance: Village Forester Adam Lohrmann, Deputy Clerk-
Treasurer Chrissy Kahl, Mary Janet Wellensiek, Garden Club Liaison.
b. Compliance with Open Meeting Law: Kahl confirmed that the meeting had been
properly posted.

2. Approve minutes from October 3, 2022, Parks Committee meeting:

Mary Janet Wellensiek noted that her. name had been misspelled as Wellensick. The
correction will be made.

3. Monthly Forester’s Report: Lohrmann reviewed his report and answered questions.
Brock suggested that Lohrmann send out communications to residents if we don’t get
enough rain in the spring/summer to remember to water terrace trees. Rogers had
guestions regarding tree replacement along University Avenue due to the construction.

4. Report and discussion of Bird City event in 2023: Lenehan said Heiden is currently
attending an event.and interviewing speakers for our 2023 event. Boutwell went over
the next couple steps; first, there needs to be a resolution for World Migratory Bird Day
on May 13, 2023. This resolution will go before the Board of Trustees at the December
meeting. Then, Boutwell will prepare the renewal application online, which will require
Village staff signature.

5. Status report on Weed Commissioner appointment and Village’s noxious weed list:
Administrator Eveland updated the noxious weed list. Forester Adam Lohrmann is now
the Weed Commissioner. Lohrmann will post in the Wisconsin State Journal, the Village
bulletin and Nixle to communicate the ordinance and noxious weed list to residents.

6. Discussion of in-person meeting schedule: Barford proposed that the committee move
the meeting date to the fourth Tuesday of each month starting in January. She will also
discuss with absent commissioners Heiden and Tymorek. The committee also discussed
having meetings in person during the months of May to October at locations that have
shelters (in case of inclement weather). During the other months meetings will still be
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virtual. The committee members should start visiting a park (individually/on your own)
monthly and make a visual assessment and notes to bring to the next meeting. The
committee should start with Quarry Park.

7. Announcements, questions and/or consideration items for future agendas (no
discussion or action to be taken under this item):

Future agenda items:

Bird City update

2023 Interceptor Project update from Lohrmann

Forester’s 2023 budget

Grant update, either on its own or part of Forester’s report
Karl Frantz Park sign

Tree replacement on Marshall Court, funds from TID? Barford will check with
Administrator Eveland

Recommendations of seed and ground matting for bridge project

8. Next meeting date: Monday, December 5, 2022.

9. Adjourn: Mation by Rogers, second by Brock to adjourn. Motion carried. The meeting
adjourned at 6:32pm.

Respectfully submitted by Chrissy Kahl, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
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VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS
Forestry and Parks

Report for November 2022-January 2023: Adam Lohrmann, Forester

Overview- Over the course of the late fall and winter, the Forestry and Parks Department
completed fall clean-up efforts throughout the village and transitioned to a variety of winter
projects, including tree and shrub pruning, seeding of native species, management of woody
invasives, clean-up of winter storm damage, and maintenance work. Additionally, plans are in
development for several upcoming projects, including our regular rotational street tree pruning,
spring/summer stump removals and tree planting, and implementation of our DNR Urban
Forestry Grant Award.

Park Signs- In recent weeks, the Forestry and Parks staff has undertaken a special project in
restoring many of the park signs throughout the village. This work has involved replacing or
repairing signposts and hardware, and repainting the signs, lettering, and logos. Restored signs
have been re-installed at McKenna Park, Koval Woods, Four Corners Park, Post Farm Park, and
Sam Roth Park. 4-6 additional signs are slated for restoration in the future. (See photos below)

Invasive Species Management- In fall and winter, weed management efforts transition to
removal of woody invasives and non-desirable trees, shrubs, and vines in our parks and natural
areas. Species targeted for removal include: buckthorn, honeysuckle, winged euonymus, oriental
bittersweet, and others. Focal areas for this work in recent weeks include prairie, savanna, and
woodland restoration sites in Post Farm Park, Reese Woods, and Dudley Davis Quarry Park.

Seeding- Special thanks to Parks Committee members Kathy Brock, Roma Lenehan, and David
Boutwell for their generous donations of wildflower and grass seed. Supplemented by seed
collected locally by Forestry and Parks staff, multiple seed mixes of native prairie, savanna, and
woodland species were dispersed on prepared soil in select areas of Post Farm Park and Dudley
Davis Quarry Park.

Tree Pruning and Removals- Tree pruning for the purposes of tree vitality, public safety, street
clearance and visibility continues throughout the village. Dead limbs over the street and/or
private property were pruned from oak trees at 3415 Viburnum, 1514 Wood Lane, and 3410
Lake Mendota Dr. 1 large dead limb over primary wires was removed by MG&E at 1005
Columbia. 2 catalpas with significant decay were removed at 3545 Lake Mendota Dr. (Sumac
Dr. side). 1 dead oak tree was removed at 2913 Columbia. 1 mature silver maple with
significant decay was removed on the north side of the community gardens. 3 Freeman maples
were removed by DPW staff from the stormwater bioretention beds in the terrace area on the
north side of Marshall Court in front of 800 University Bay Dr. These were removed due to
stormwater drainage problems caused in part by the excessively elevated root mass of these trees
within their concrete beds. Replacement trees are slated to be installed in the spring/summer.

Stump Grinding & Tree Planting Plans- The Forester is preparing a tree order for the spring,
with several trees already on reserve. Suitable planting locations have been identified throughout



the village, though some of these will require stump grinding prior to the installation of
replacement trees. ~21 stumps are currently slated for grinding in the spring.

Garden Club- Fall clean-up of the street medians, garden beds, and grounds around Village Hall
and the Fire Station was completed in December. Some standing vegetation was left in place for
winter interest. Flower and shrub islands in Sam Roth Park (East Entryway) were pruned back
and cleared of debris. Staff assisted with the collection and arrangement of natural materials for
winter flower pot display at Village Hall.

In November, the Forestry and Parks staff enjoyed the opportunity to meet with the Garden Club
and discuss mutual concerns and goals at their “Coffee with the Village Forester” event.

Rain Gardens/Marshall Court Stormwater Beds- Leaf and debris removal was completed in
rain gardens throughout the village prior to the first major snowfall of the season. Sediment
removal and replanting of the rain gardens to increase species diversity and ecological richness
will likely require ongoing efforts taking place over the next 4-5 years.

The stormwater bioretention beds in the terrace area on the north side of Marshall Ct. in front of
800 University Bay Dr. are slated for regrading and replanting in spring 2023, with the assistance
of restoration contractors.

MMSD West Interceptor Project- MMSD has contracted the Bruce Company to install 12
Techny Arborvitae and 12 Spring Grove Western Arborvitae on private residential properties
adjacent to the railroad corridor on Tallyho Lane in spring 2023.

Groundbreaking for the next phase of the MMSD West Interceptor project, impacting the bike
path/RR corridor between Shorewood Boulevard and Marshall Court, has been delayed until
2024.

Bike Path- In anticipation of tree removals and other disturbance to vegetation related to the
MMSD West Interceptor project area, winter photo and video documentation of the trees and
shrubs on both sides of the bike path corridor adjacent to the community pool, tennis courts, and
volleyball court was recorded to supplement the data in our village tree inventory.

Tree City USA/Arbor Day Foundation- The annual application for the ongoing membership of
Shorewood Hills in the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City USA program was submitted in
December.

DNR Urban Forestry Grant- Shorewood Hills was awarded a DNR Urban Forestry regular
grant in the amount of $13,537.50 in matching funds for 2023, meeting the amount requested in
our grant proposal. These funds will be used for the development of an updated village tree
inventory and community forestry management plan. At this time, the Forester is consulting
with the DNR Urban Forestry Regional Coordinator on implementing the grant and reviewing
formal proposals for these projects from urban forestry contractors and specialists.



Of Concern- The Forester was recently made aware that regular EAB treatments of village ash
trees may be required earlier than anticipated, potentially beginning in summer 2023. Plans for
funding for this work will need to be developed in the coming weeks.

Koval Woods park sign, before and after restoration. (Photos by Adam Lohrmann)






RESOLUTION NO. R-2023-1
OF THE VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS,
DANE COUNTY, WISCONSIN

WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY

WHEREAS, migratory birds are some of the most beautiful and easily observed wildlife that share
our communities, and

WHEREAS, many citizens recognize and welcome migratory songbirds as symbolic harbingers of
spring, and

WHEREAS, these migrant species also play an important role in our community, controlling insect
pests and generating recreational value statewide, and _

WHEREAS, migratory birds and their habitats are declining throughout the Americas, facing a
growing number of threats on their migration routes and in both their summer and winter homes, and

WHEREAS, public awareness and concern are crucial components of migratory bird conservation,
and

WHEREAS, citizens enthusiastic about birds, informed about the threats they face, and empowered
to help address those threats can directly contribute to maintaining health bird populations, and

WHEREAS, since 1993 World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) has become a primary vehicle for
focusing public attention on the nearly 350 species that travel between nesting habitats in our communities
and throughout North America and their wintering grounds in South and Central America, Mexico, the
Caribbean, and the southern U.S., and

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of people will observe WMBD, gathering in town squares,
community centers, schools, parks, nature centers, and wildlife refuges to learn about birds, take action to
conserve them, and simply to have fun, and

WHEREAS, while WMBD officially is held each year on the second Saturday in May, its
observance is not limited to a single day, and planners are encouraged to schedule activities on the dates best
suited to the presence of both migrants and celebrants, and

WHEREAS, WMBD is not only a day to foster appreciation for wild birds and to celebrate and
support migratory bird conservation, but also a call to action,

NOW THEREFORE [, David J. Benforado as Village President of the Village of Shorewood
Hills, Wisconsin, do hereby proclaim May 13, 2023 as

World Migratory Bird Day

in the Village of Shorewood Hills, and I urge all citizens to celebrate this observance and to support
efforts to protect and conserve migratory birds and their habitats in our community and the world at
large.

Passed and approved by the Shorewood Hills Board of Trustees this 17th day of January,
2023.
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Christina Kahl, Deputy-Clerk Treasurer




From: Mike von Schneidemesser <mike.vons@gmail.com>

Subject: Trees - again

Date: January 2, 2023 at 5:22:26 PM CST

To: "daveboutwell@me.com" <daveboutwell@me.com>, rogersjd@gmail.com

Dear Parks Committee members:

The large stormwater pipe along the railroad tracks from Indian Hills to Shorewood Blvd now has been
in the ground for more than a year. What happened to the prairie seeding which was suggested long
time ago? And/Or the $ 10,000 set aside to reforesting or plantings acceptable to the railroad?

University Ave reconstruction: | may be wrong, but | do not see any provisions for trees and greenery in
the median and terraces along the completed stretches.

When U-Ave was reconstructed the last time in the late 60's, | was astounded and happy to see that
MANY trees were planted immediately. What a welcoming site so different from other street

projects! It is my understanding, the then VoSH president, Joyce Erdman, had pushed for this. | hope
her effort can be repeated again in 2023. If you were not around then some of the trees were lost over
time to traffic accidents and adjoining building projects, and unfortunately only some effort was made
to replace such tree losses.

Mike
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Bowdoin/Amherst Rain Garden
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