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The time since our last meeting, though short, has been very eventful.
Ben has proved himself to be an invaluable member of the team and the
summer help has been progressing nicely. We have been able to dig into our
summer maintenance tasks here and there while dealing with the recent
severe storm damage. I’m hoping to get some time with the summer help in
the field over the next few weeks to ensure that they at least have a baseline
understanding of their tasks. Ware also looking to getting into some other
summer projects as well, nhamely excavating some of the rain gardens that
have started to fill close to their overflows with sediment.

Storm Damage Update

After the devastating storm that came through the village on June 10™,
nearly all our attention has been focused on dealing with the damage that
resulted. In total we had 8 total tree failures, another 12 trees had major
branches break, and the streets became littered with tree debris of all sizes.
The week of June 15" was spent entirely on cleaning up and triage. Hazard
removals will continue through the first half of this week, June 22", Overall, |
had yet to experience a storm like this and it has been an eye-opening
experience. With the amount of canopy cover the village has damage can
compound and | think it’s important that we have a contingency for that
moving forward. Cleaning up and triage will continue over the coming weeks,
starting with the parks. | am aware of a few things down in Bradley Park but
have yet to thoroughly triage the parks to see what needs to be removed and
where. I’ve been asking all the residents, especially those who live adjacent to



a park, to take a look at the trees around their house and to report any signs of
damage from the storm to me or village hall as quick as possible.

General Activities

Outside of dealing with storm damage, we have been able to start on
some of our normal summer maintenance tasks. We were able to trim and
prune up the area around village hall, weed out the Shorewood Boulevard
median, and start cleaning up the edges of the rain gardens. This work will
continue along the rest of the medians, bike path area, rain gardens, and park
paths. We are also going to be getting into hand pulling invasives this week as
well. Ben is comfortable being tasked with targeting certain plants and | want
to get the summer help in a similar spot. | am also going to have to do a
combination of dead heading and full removals depending on species. Other
tasks that we’ll get into this summer include stump grinding, right-of-way
clearing/maintenance, and any planting/seeding prep needed before the fall
planting season.

The department also has a few bigger projects on its hands this
summer. The first of those projects is a reduction in the sediment levels
across multiple rain gardens. So far on my list to be excavated this summer
include circle close, entryway park, Marshall court, the corner of Colombia,
and Dartmouth, and the corner of Yale and Colombia. This project will entail
excavating 6-8inches of sediment material from within the middle of the rain
gardens so that they can most effectively fulfill its purpose of filtering storm
water. This project will also present an opportunity for native plant seeding
and planting within these rain gardens as well. The other project we will be
undertaking this summer is helping MMSD with the continued bike path
improvements. So far, the plants that survived have been enjoying the amount
of rain we have gotten this far, and the majority of the project has filled in
nicely. There is still the burden of the remaining dead material, which we will
be removing over the next few weeks to ensure we are ready for when MMSD
starts their portion. | still have yet to receive word on when exactly they are
planning on coming out so I’ll be calling him this week for an update.



Community Outreach

| am planning on having my first “Word of the Woods” column be in the
July edition of the bulletin. In that column there will be information about
storm damage to trees, invasive plant control information, and future
community outreach projects. | know last time we met informational
brochures were discussed as a potential way to reach residents about critical
forestry related topics. Since that meeting | have compiled a good amount of
information regarding both the species we discussed at the last meeting and
some others as well. That said | am ready to start putting these together for
printing and distribution when that time comes.



